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U.S. Access Board
What is the U.S. Access Board?
· An independent Federal agency devoted to accessibility for people with disabilities. 

· Created in 1973 to ensure access to federally funded facilities, the Board is now a leading source of information on accessible design. 

· The Board develops and maintains design criteria for the 
· Built environment, emergency housing
· Transit vehicles, passenger vessels,
· Public rights of way, outdoor areas,  
· Medical diagnostic equipment, prescription drug labels
· Telecommunications equipment (255), 
· and Electronic and Information Technology (508). 
About the U.S. Access Board
· 25 board members:
· 13 Public Members: Presidentially appointed for 4-8 year terms
· 12 Federal members:
· Justice
· General Service Administration (GSA)
· Interior
· Labor
· Defense (DoD)
· Transportation 
· Education
· Housing and Urban Development 
· United State Postal Service (USPS) 
· Commerce
· Health and Human Services (HHS)
· Veterans’ Affairs 
· Meets every other month in DC and annual out-of-town
Advisory Committees
· 14 committees since 1993 representing over 350 organizations
TEITAC
Telecommunications and Electronic and 
Information Technology Advisory Committee
TEITAC Members
· Adobe Systems, Inc. 
· American Association of People with Disabilities 
· American Council of the Blind (ACB)
· American Foundation for the Blind (AFB)
· AOL LLC
· Apple, Inc. 
· Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs 
· Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA) 
· AT&T 
· Avaya, Inc. 
· Canon USA, Inc. 
· Communication Service for the Deaf 
· CTIA - The Wireless Association 
· Dell, Inc. 
· Easter Seals 
· European Commission 
· Hearing Loss Association of America 
· Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (Australia) 
· IBM 
· Inclusive Technologies 
· Industry Canada 
· Information Technology Association of America
· Information Technology Industry Council 
· Japanese Standards Association 
· Microsoft Corporation 
· National Association of State Chief Information Officers 
· National Center on Disability and Access to Education 
· National Federation of the Blind (NFB)
· National Network of Disability and Business Technical Assistance Centers 
· Panasonic Corporation of North America 
· Paralyzed Veterans of America 
· SRA International, Inc. 
· Sun Microsystems, Inc. 
· Telecommunications Industry Association 
· The Paciello Group, LLP 
· Trace Research and Development Center 
· Usability Professionals’ Association 
· U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
· U.S. Social Security Administration 
· WGBH National Center for Accessible Media 
· World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) – Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI)

Access Board Programs
· Guidelines and standards development
· Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) of 1968
· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990
· Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Section 255)
· Rehabilitation Act (1973) (Amendments 508, 504, 503)
· Affordable Health Care Act and Others
· Technical assistance and training
· Research
· Federal Compliance and enforcement
· Public Enforcement by DoJ, DoT, Interior, etc.
Technical Assistance
Training
· Sessions on all guidelines and standards

· Tailored to each audience

· 80 – 100 sessions each year across the country and abroad
Research
ABA Enforcement
· Complaint process & on-line
· About 75 cases each year
· Applies to facilities designed, built, altered or leased with Federal funds
· Federal buildings
· Non-Federal buildings

Voting Accessibility
· Voluntary voting system guidelines issued by the Election Assistance Commission include provisions for accessibility
· Board holds positions on the Board of Advisors and Technical Guidelines Development Committee

Prescription Drug Labels

· Advisory guidance on making prescription drug container labels accessible to people who are blind or visually impaired or who are elderly
· Working Group on Accessible Prescription Drug Container Labels
Required Rulemaking Process
· Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
· Published in Federal Register
· Public comment period – minimum 60 days by Executive Order
· Final Rule 
· Published in Federal Register
Required Rulemaking Process
· Regulatory impact assessments required at proposed and final rule stages
· Submit to Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for review
· 90 day review process
Rulemaking Process Enhancements
· Extensive public input and involvement
· Information meetings
· Lengthy comment periods
· Public hearings
· Based on consensus where possible
· Advisory committees
· Regulatory negotiation committees
Differences Between the ADA, §504, §508, and §255
· ADA and §504 - do not directly regulate the design of technology and are primarily focused on the “individual”. 
· §508 - requires Federal entities to develop, procure, and maintain accessible E&IT and is primarily focused on the “technology environment” available to anyone (employee or citizen) of government services.
· §255 - requires Telecommunication manufacturers and service provider to provide accessible products and services.
· §503 - requires Federal Contractors to meet goals in employing 7% persons with disabilities.
What Technology is Covered by §508? 
What are other countries doing?
· How can we harmonize our standards?  
Are Revisions Needed?
· It has been 13 years since the Section 508 standards were issued – 16 years for the Telecommunications Act Accessibility Guidelines; technology has changed

· Desire for harmonization with requirements in other countries

· Therefore, the Access Board will have a rulemaking to refresh the standards and guidelines
What are the Required
Rulemaking Steps?
· Gather input from an Advisory Committee (TEITAC 2008)
· Advanced Notice of Proposed rules (ANPRM)
· 2010 - Gather updated input from public
· 2011 – Referenced WCAG 2.0
· Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM)
· Regulatory impact assessment – costs and benefits
· Submit to OMB – 90 day review period
· Publish in Federal Register – minimum  60 day comment period
· Final Rule
· Update Regulatory impact assessment
· Submit to OMB – 90 day review period
· Publish in Federal Register with effective date
What was Different in 2011 ANPRM?
· Organization has changed – feature based
· Advisory Notes  next to provisions
· Reflects current technology
· Definition of content – what is covered?
· References external standards
· WCAG 2.0 Harmonization



Next Steps in the process:
· Analyze comments (done)
· Develop proposed rule (NPRM - done)
· Develop impact assessment (done)
· Submit to Office of Management and Budget (OMB April 2014 – done)
· Publish NPRM in the Federal Register
· Public comment period
· Final rule
Meet WCAG 2.0 today
· Until a final rule is published, agencies are encouraged to use equivalent facilitation to meet or exceed the current standards.
· Webinars have recommended web accessibility using the WCAG 2.0
· 12 Guidelines
· 25 Level A Success Criteria
· 13 Level AA Success Criteria

Questions? 
Future Contact
U.S. Access Board Web site
	www.access-board.gov
Tim Creagan (Access Board Staff)
	creagan@access-board.gov
	202-272-0016
Submit Comments
	508@access-board.gov  “508 Refresh”
